ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
less disreputably than Walpole's (still, it was not without
unpleasant elements): but for the rest he was a man of far
greater talents than Walpole, he had fire in him, he was a
great orator, and he could conceive and conduct a really con-
structive policy—which in his case was entirely directed to the
expansion of England. Behind him all the while was the money
power of the City under the Bank of England.
/The period to which we may attach the name of Pitt runs
from the time of his first operations against Walpole at the end
of that politician's career to the final loss of the American colonies
in 1783* iPitt had already been dead more than three years when
Yorktown surrendered (that date, October 19, 1781, was the
virtual end of the American War of Independence) and over
five years when the treaty was signed which acknowledged the
independence of the United States, on September 3, 1783—for
Pitt died in May 1778. Nevertheless the period as a whole
should be called by his name, and its prime achievement, the
fixing of the English domination in India, is, coupled with the
new industrial system and the sudden growth of the urban
population, the first phase in the increase of England, the second
phase being that of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars.)
(This first phase to which we attach the name of Pitt falls into
two main chapters, both of them filled with the struggle against
France: the first was the War of the Austrian Succession, and
the second that Seven Years War of which Pitt was himself the
inspiring genius on the English side and from which dates the
maritime supremacy of this country.\
The War of the Austrian Succession./ In the War of
the Austrian Succession, which confirmed Maria Theresa upon
the ImperiaPthrone and gave her husband, Francis of Lorraine,
his Imperial title, England only plays a subsidiary part.
The major factor in the whole affair was Frederick of
Prussia. He had inherited what was for its size the best
army in Europe, he had himself a genius for command in
the field, he had sufficient resources for his enterprise, and he
introduced for the first time into the affairs of Christendom
the principle of mere force. He was ready to break any
treaty, to disregard any international right. The French had
allied themselves with Prussia, as we have seen, from the mere
momentum of anti-Austrian tradition- Frederick himself was
controlled by nothing so irrational. He treated separately and
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